
BILL NO. ___ - 2008


ORDINANCE NO. _________

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM, COUNTIES OF LEHIGH 

AND NORTHAMPTON, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

ESTABLISHING A NEW ARTICLE 314 

ENTITLED “SECURITY CAMERAS”.

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:


SECTION 1.  That a new Article 314 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem, entitled “Security Cameras”, be established to read as follows:

314.01

GENERAL

This Ordinance shall apply to any person, organization, corporation or entity that operates a regulated business or allows a regulated business to be operated.

314.02 FINDINGS 

The City of Bethlehem specifically finds that establishing a new Article 314 entitled “Security Cameras” will prevent criminal activity and will assist in the apprehension of perpetrators of crime for the protection of the general public in the City of Bethlehem.

314.03 DEFINITIONS

The definitions and provisions contained in this section shall govern the construction, meaning, and application of the following words and phrases used in this Chapter.

A. “Check Cashing Business” means a business entity, whether operating as a proprietorship, partnership, association, limited liability company, corporation or otherwise that engages in the cashing of checks for a fee.
B. “Consumer products” means all food, except for foods that are prepared on site by a business for immediate consumption by a patron.
C. “Convenience or Grocery Store” means any business which sells twenty (20) or more consumer products and which routinely remains open for business sixteen (16) to twenty-four (24) hours a day or between the hours of one o’clock (1:00) a.m. and five o’clock (5:00) a.m.
D. “Media” means material on which audio, video, and electronic data can be recorded for the purposes of making a permanent record that can be enlarged through projection or other means. 

E. “Pawnbroker” means a business entity, whether operating as a proprietorship, partnership, association, limited liability company, corporation or otherwise that (1) engages in the business of lending money on the deposit or pledge of personal property, other than choses in action, securities, or written evidences of indebtedness; or (2) purchases personal property with an expressed or implied agreement or understanding to sell it back at a subsequent time at a stipulated price; or (3) lends money upon goods, wares or merchandise pledged, stored or deposited as collateral security.
F. “Regulated Business” means any Check Cashing Business, Convenience or Grocery Store, Pawnbroker, Shopping Center or Bank operating in the City of Bethlehem.

G. “Shopping Center” means a building or series of buildings containing four (4) or more commercial establishments in a single development or on a single parcel.
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H. “Video Surveillance System” means a continuous digital surveillance system including cameras, cabling, monitors, and digital video recorders (DVR).
314.04 SECURITY CAMERAS REQUIRED


Every Regulated Business is hereby required to install a video surveillance system.  Video surveillance systems shall be maintained in a proper working order at all times and shall be in operation 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  


The minimum external coverage of such video surveillance system shall include cameras that are dedicated to viewing all entrances and exits of the business, any loading dock areas and any areas designated for customer and/or employee parking use. The minimum internal coverage of such video surveillance system shall include cameras that are dedicated to viewing all persons entering the establishment or all persons approaching within ten (10) feet of the cash register, or both, or elsewhere if so directed by the Police Commissioner. 


All installations of video surveillance systems shall be approved in advance by the Police Department for conformance with the requirements of this Ordinance prior to installation.  An internal approval notice will also inform customers and employees of the existence of the video surveillance system.  A separate external notice of the video surveillance system, in a form acceptable to the Police Commissioner, shall be placed in an approved exterior area. 

314.05 STANDARDS AND AREAS OF COVERAGE


The Police Commissioner shall develop departmental rules and regulations setting forth the minimum specifications for surveillance cameras. However, at a minimum the surveillance system must be capable of producing and replaying retrievable images and video recordings on approved media that can be enlarged through projection or other means. The system must produce and replay color images and video that is identifiable and that adequately distinguishes the activity and physical features of persons or areas within the premises to the satisfaction of the Police Commissioner. If the video surveillance system is web-enabled or has wireless capability, the Police Department shall be provided the ability to access the live system upon initiation by the Regulated Business during incidents requiring a police response or intervention.

314.06 NOTICE AND ACCESS


If a crime is known to have occurred or is believed to have occurred within area covered by the required security cameras, the Regulated Business shall contact the Bethlehem Police Department immediately informing the Department of the same. The business shall also, after appropriate legal authorization has been obtained or as otherwise permitted, provide access to the media containing the recorded event to the Department.  The Regulated Business shall retain the continuous digital images recorded by this system for no less than sixty (60) days.

314.07 EXCEPTIONS 


A business which is required to install a video surveillance system, including businesses that have a previously existing video surveillance system, may request an exemption from all or part of the provisions of this Ordinance from the Bethlehem Police Commissioner.  The Commissioner may exempt a business if he or she finds the business has or will undertake alternate security procedures that are substantially equal to or more effective in preventing criminal activity and in assisting in the apprehension of the perpetrators of crime or for the protection of employees. The Commissioner may also authorize temporary extensions of time for installation when a business demonstrates it is temporarily unable to comply for good cause.

314.08 SEVERABILITY


If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.  The City Council hereby declares it would have passed the ordinance and each and every section, 
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subsection, sentence, clause or phrase not declared invalid or unconstitutional without regard to whether any portion would be subsequently declared invalid or unconstitutional.

314.09 EFFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance shall become effective on January 1, 2009.  However, in the event that a future business, covered under this Ordinance, shall apply for a commercial use permit before the effective date listed above, such permit will only be issued if the proposed Regulated Business provides for a Video Surveillance System as required by this Ordinance. 

314.099  
PENALTY
Any person, organization, corporation or entity that violates any provision of this Article shall be subject to the following penalties:

A. First violation - A fine of not less than $100.00 nor more than $200.00;
B. Second violation - A fine of not less than $300.00 nor more than $500.00;
C. Third and Each Subsequent Violation - A fine of not less than $500.00 nor more than $1000.00.


For purposes of this Ordinance, each day a violation continues is a separate violation.


SECTION 2.  All Ordinances and parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith be, and the same are hereby repealed.






Sponsored by
____________________________________







   
____________________________________ 

PASSED finally in Council on the          day of                                , 20      .








President of Council

ATTEST:

    
City Clerk


This Ordinance approved this            day of                                 , 20      .








Mayor 

